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October 5, 2016 
 
 

 
Dear Society Members: 
 
 
RE:  Nomination to the Board of Governors 

It is my pleasure, one of my last tasks as Chair of the Board of Governors, to provide you with notice of the Board’s 
recommendation to you with respect to the election of Governors at the AGM to be held on November 21, 2016.   

I want to thank this year’s Nominating Committee (chaired by Cyrus Navabi and including current Governors Patti 
Daum and Melissa Moseley and volunteers Eleanor Minish and Dan Sander) for their dedication and excellent work.  
The Nominating Committee met many highly qualified candidates, and I know they had very difficult decisions to 
make in arriving at its recommendation to the Board.   

Having received the recommendation of the Nominating Committee, the Board is pleased to put forward the 
following people for election to the Board of Governors: 

 Dr. Haneef Alibhai 

 Etienne Bruson 

 James Clay 

 Richard Harris  

 Ashlee Lewis  

 Doug Mason 

 Ali Pirbhai 

We are confident that these candidates are individually well positioned to help the Board, and that their skills will 
help broaden the collective ability of the group to serve the Society in the years to come.  We are thankful for their 
willingness to volunteer for this role, and thankful also to those others that also put their interest and commitment 
forward. 
 
Dr. Haneef Alibhai 

Haneef practices aesthetic medicine and is currently the medical director of MD Cosmetic & Laser Clinics in 
Abbotsford and Port Moody.  He obtained his Bachelor of Science from UBC and then obtained his medical degree 
from McGill.  Haneef is a past president of the Canadian Association of Aesthetic Medicine and is a clinical 
instructor for the UBC Faculty of Medicine and Langara College.  He is an internationally recognized speaker and 
author in the field of aesthetic medicine and frequently appears in the media as an expert in his field. 

Haneef has held various positions in the community, including several leadership positions within the Ismaili 
Muslim community.  He has served as Honorary Secretary of the Ismaili Council for BC and currently serves as a 
leader of the Ismaili community on the North Shore. 

Haneef and his wife Yasmin live in West Vancouver and have three children – Karina is in 3rd year at McGill, Khalid is 
in 1st year at Western, and Tariq is in Gr. 10 at Collingwood. 
 
Etienne Bruson 

Etienne is the Managing Partner for Deloitte in British Columbia.  He is the former B.C. Leader for Tax and the 
former National Leader for the International Tax Service Line at Deloitte.  Etienne has over 24 years at the firm 
serving both large, global public companies and private companies and helping them deal with their most 
important business issues.  Etienne is originally from Montreal, and moved to Vancouver seven years ago. 
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Etienne is currently on the Board as Treasurer for the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra.  He is also a Governor and 
Member of the HR Committee at Collingwood School.  Etienne also recently joined as a Board Member of the BC 
Business Council.  He is a former Board Member of Advantage BC, and former Member of the Board of Governors 
of the Canadian Tax Foundation. 

Etienne and his wife Anny have two boys at Collingwood, Mathieu in Gr. 12 and Olivier in Gr. 9. 
 
James R. Clay 

James is the President and CEO of J.T. Insurance Services (Canada), Inc. a boutique insurance brokerage based in 
Vancouver.  He entered the insurance industry from the Toronto Dominion Bank in 1991 and was responsible for 
handling the firm’s major real estate and construction accounts.  James holds a Fellowship in Insurance (F.I.I.C.) and 
a Fellowship in Risk Management (FRM).  He also holds an Institute of Corporate Directors designation (ICD.D) in 
addition to his undergraduate degree in Business majoring in Accounting 

James is a graduate at St. George’s School and was President of the Old Boy’s Alumni Association.  He has served on 
a number of organizations in various capacities and is involved in the community, and is currently the Chairman of 
Membership at Capilano Golf & Country Golf Club and active in the Lions Gate Hospital Foundation. 

James and his wife Sheri reside in West Vancouver and have two daughters in the school.  Jamie is in Gr. 7 and 
Ashley is in Gr. 5. 
 
Richard Harris 

Richard Harris is an accomplished CEO, now leading his family holding company and working as a partner in a 
Vancouver-based multi-family office, making control investments in medium-sized consumer packaged goods 
businesses across North America.  His partners in his multi-family office include the Senft family, one of the 
founding families of Collingwood.  Richard has lived and worked in North America, Western Europe, and Eastern 
Europe/Russia during his business career.  

Richard was educated at The Manchester Grammar School in the UK, the University of Oxford (undergraduate) and 
the University of London (post-graduate).  He is a member of the Faculty Advisory Board at the Sauder School of 
Business at UBC. 

Richard and his wife Ailsa have two children, one of which, Joseph, is in Gr. 11 at Collingwood. 
 
Ashlee Lewis 

Ashlee has been a committed volunteer at Collingwood for many years.  She was the Vice-Chair of the recent 
Capital Campaign and also Chaired the Marketing and Communication sub-committee for the Capital Campaign.  
Ashlee was Chair of Parents' Council from 2009-2012, during which time she also was a member of the Board of 
Governors as the appointed representative from Parents' Council. 

Ashlee is a current Governor of Collingwood School, having served since 2013.  She was previously a member of 
Collingwood's Parents' Council Executive Committee from 2007, taking on many roles that included acting as a Class 
Representative, co-chairing three Galas, and being a member of numerous Gala, Spring Fair, Fashion Show and golf 
tournament committees. 

Ashlee and her husband, Bob, have been Collingwood parents since 2003 and have two children, Adam in Gr. 11 
and Nicholas who graduated '16. 
 
Doug Mason 

Doug is the Chair/CEO of the Waterfront Group of Companies. The group is involved in real estate development and 
investing, mining, finance, restaurants and pharmaceuticals.  Doug is currently Chair of the B.C. Sports Hall of Fame 
Foundation as well as a member of the Rick Hansen Foundation. 

Doug has served on the Collingwood Society Board of Governors for the past six years, serving on many committees 
including the Wentworth Land Use Committee (Chair), Morven Design Committee, Morven Construction 
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Committee, Risk Management Committee, H.R. Committee,  and Governance Committee (Chair for the past three 
years). 

Doug and his wife Carla have a 14-year-old son, Lucas, attending Collingwood in Gr. 9. 
 
Ali Pirbhai 

Ali is the managing director of a privately held real estate investment company and President of Metrowest 
Communications, an integrated design, consulting and communications firm.  Ali is the co-founder of Child Aid 
International, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to helping orphan children worldwide, regardless of race, 
ethnicity, gender or faith. 

Ali holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the UBC Sauder School of Business, and obtained his Chartered 
Accountant designation from the Institute of Chartered Accountants of British Columbia (ICABC) and a Certified 
Public Accountant designation from National Association of State Boards of Accountancy in Illinois while working 
with PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP.  He was the recipient of the ICABC Early Achievement Award in 2007 and the 
ICABC Community Service Award in 2006. 

Ali was a founding student at Collingwood; he attended the school for twelve years from 1984 to 1996, and was 
awarded the Collingwood School Mackenzie Award in 2010.  Ali and his wife, Reem, reside in West Vancouver.  
They plan to enroll their three-year-old son, Samir, and one-year-old son, Noah, in Junior Kindergarten at 
Wentworth with the intention that they graduate with the Class of ’31 and ’33 respectively. 

 
_____________________________________ 

 

The mandate of the Committee under the Bylaws of the Society is to propose nominees to fill vacancies arising from 
governors retiring or where governors’ terms have expired.  The Board of Governors has set its size for the coming 
year at 16 elected members.  In May of this year, notice was sent requesting that any one interested in standing for 
election to the Board contact the Nominating Committee.  Interviews were conducted over the summer. 

The Bylaws provide that any Member may make additional nominations for Governor provided that each such 
nomination is in writing signed by the Member, seconded in writing by 10 Members in good standing, and 
consented to in writing by the nominee.  Each such nomination must be delivered to the Chair by 11:00 a.m. on the 
30th day preceding the date fixed for the Annual General Meeting.  To comply with the Bylaws, nominations must 
be deposited to the attention of the Chair, David Bustos, at the Headmaster’s Office by 5:00 pm, October 21, 
2016.  If you intend to nominate a candidate, please pick up a nomination package from Jonna McGuinness at 
Collingwood School 

We hope you will attend the AGM on November 21, when you will have an opportunity to hear from the seven 
nominees. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
David Bustos 
Chair, Board of Governors 


