
The Admissions Office welcomes Sarah Edgcomb as our Admissions 
Coordinator. A native of the United States, Sarah is originally from 
New Hampshire, but has lived in Boston, New York and St. Petersburg, 
Florida. Since 1999, Sarah has lived abroad in The Netherlands, Jordan, 
and most recently for three years in Doha, Qatar. Sarah comes to us 
from The American School of Doha where she worked as an assistant in 
Admissions, HR, Finance and Security.
 
Sarah has completed courses in Mathematics, American Literature, Art 
History, and History of Architecture at Harvard University and at St. 
Petersburg College in Florida.
 
Sarah and her husband Joop moved to West Vancouver in January 2018 
with their two sons: Noah is starting Grade 11 and Hugo is entering 
Grade 6 in the WVSD.
 
Sarah is passionate about traveling and animals. She enjoys hiking and 
walking with her dogs, visiting and experiencing different countries 
and cultures, visiting and enjoying museums, art and artifacts, getting 
comfortable with a good book on a warm, sunny beach and also 
spending time with her family.

The Business Office welcomes Julie Robb to the team. Julie brings 
a passion for the human capital side of business with over 17 years 
of industry experience. She is a strategic, driven, human resources 
professional with expertise in creating and implementing programs to 
help businesses succeed.  Julie brings extensive experience in talent 
acquisition, learning and development, performance management and 
employee engagement. She is a collaborative leader, problem solver and 
decision maker with exceptional interpersonal skills, a positive attitude 
and high integrity. She holds a BA from McGill University, a Human 
Resources Management Certificate from British Columbia Institute of 
Technology, Co-Active Coaching training from The Coaches Training 
Institute and she is a Chartered Professional in Human Resources (CPHR). 
Growing up in Toronto, Ontario, Julie was educated at an independent 
private school (St.Clement’s School) and she appreciates the unique and 
exceptional educational opportunities these schools offer.   Julie’s second 
passion is competing in off-road triathlons and ultra-trail running races. 
She has been a Team Canada member for both off-road triathlon and 
ultra-trail running and she has competed at provincial, national and world 
level competitions.  Julie is thrilled to join the Collingwood family and the 
exciting opportunities that lie ahead!

Collingwood New Team Member Biographies



The Advancement Office is pleased to announce that Janele Woodley 
joined our team as Collingwood Alumni Relations Coordinator in July 
2018. A parent of three children at the school since 2012, Janele brings 
with her a wealth of knowledge and experience in Event Planning, 
Brand Management and Client Relations. In her new role, Janele will be 
instrumental in connecting and encouraging growth and engagement 
within our Collingwood Alumni community and will be responsible for 
planning and executing our many annual Alumni events. A collaborative 
and innovative team player, Janele will bring great value to her new role 
at Collingwood School.

Safia is joining us as a member of our Associate Faculty on our 
kindergarten team. She completed her Diploma in Early Childhood 
Education at Delta Continuing Education and has been a Preschool 
Teacher since 2011 in Richmond. In 2016, she decided to take her career 
internationally and moved to Dubai to work at the Aga Khan Early 
Learning Centre, a purpose built early learning centre. Safia loves to 
travel the world and experience new cultures, food and people. She is 
excited to bring her early childhood experience as an Associate Faculty 
in a Kindergarten Class. Safia is looking forward to meeting all her new 
students at Collingwood School and being a part of the Collingwood 
Family.

Charlotte Hobson is joining us as a member of our Associate Faculty 
with the Grade 1 team. After graduating from Collingwood School in 
2012, she earned a Bachelor of Arts with a major in Communications 
from the University of Calgary . Her passions include fine arts, athletics, 
and travel. Charlotte hopes to complete her Bachelor of Education 
degree in the near future and spend time teaching in another country 
before returning to Canada to continue her teaching career. She is 
excited to have the opportunity to be part of the Associate Faculty 
team at Wentworth this year and is looking forward to kick starting her 
teaching career.

Wentworth Associate Faculty



Grace McAvinue joins us as a member of our Associate Faculty with 
the Grade 6/7 team. She received her Bachelor of Science degree from 
Mount Allison University in her home province of New Brunswick. Upon 
completion of her BSc., Grace moved across Canada to pursue a career in 
teaching and completed her BEd. at the University of British Columbia. 
Throughout her education, Grace has had extensive experience in 
community volunteer work and performing arts. Grace looks forward to 
helping with school productions and is excited to work with the bright 
community at Collingwood.

Alex Mitchell is joining us as a member of our Associate Faculty with 
the 4 /5 team.  Alex comes to Collingwood with a passion for teaching 
and empowerment of youth in education. Upon receiving a Bachelor 
of Commerce degree from the University of Saskatchewan, she moved 
to New York City and worked in the world of finance and business. In 
2014, Alex returned to university to pursue a Bachelor of Education 
degree. She has worked in elementary school classrooms in her 
hometown of Saskatoon, SK, and recently with the Vancouver school 
district. Alex is also a registered Yoga teacher, and values the practice of 
yoga, mindfulness, and meditation as tools for self-study and personal 
understanding. She enjoys running, hiking, kayaking, yoga, and planning 
outdoor adventures around the world.  Alex is excited to be immersed 
in the thriving academic environment at Collingwood and to meet the 
wonderful students and staff which make up this excellent community.

Rachel Moore joins us as a member of our Associate Faculty with 
the Grade 3 team. She is from Waterford City, Ireland and completed 
her Bachelor of Education Degree in Physical Education and Irish in 
University College, Cork. After one year of teaching and a year of travel, 
she decided to relocate to British Columbia.  She is passionate about 
field hockey and squash and will spend weekends hiking and exploring. 
She is eager to get to know BC, to become a part of the Collingwood 
community and to become part of our students’ journeys.



Karen Mullins will be joining us as a member of our Associate Faculty 
supporting math in grades 4 and 5. She received her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biochemistry from McMaster University in Hamilton, 
Ontario and worked in clinical research in the pharmaceutical industry 
after graduation.  Motivated by her desire to work with young people, 
she completed her Bachelor of Education at the University of Western 
Ontario.  She has taught mathematics and science at the high school 
level, and has been a Teacher on Call for grades K – 7.  After moving 
to BC with her husband and two sons, Karen worked part-time as a 
mathematics tutor and completed her certification to teach English as a 
Second Language.  Karen loves to travel and has spent time living and 
working in Hong Kong, London, Oxford and Los Angeles.  She is very 
excited to join the team at Collingwood and is looking forward to getting 
to know the students and their families.

Bita Tabrizi joins us as a member of our Associate Faculty and will be 
working with the Grade 1 team.  Bita is passionate in her commitment 
to three things: maximizing individual student performance, inspiring 
students’ interest in education and instilling a sense of self-worth among 
all students. An experienced teacher and Kumon instructor, Bita will add 
her passion for teaching art to young students and introducing them 
to art forms they might not be familiar with. She is looking forward to 
working with grade one students in September 2018.

Yijie Wang joins us as a member of our Associate Faculty and will be 
working with the Grade 2 team. Yijie completed her Bachelor of Education 
degree majoring in Chemistry and minoring in Japanese at the University 
of Alberta in Edmonton. After graduating, is excited to join the teachers 
as the Wentworth campus so she can learn and improve her teaching 
practice.Yijie is very excited to become part of the Collingwood family and 
she cannot wait for the first day of school!



Claire Arthurs joins Collingwood as a Grade 3 Teacher. She completed her 
BSc Zoology degree at Aberystwyth University in Wales, UK. and her Post 
Graduate Certificate of Education at St Mary’s University, Twickenham. 
After graduation, Claire began working at a local Primary School where 
she taught for 3 years. In addition to her role as a class teacher, she also 
ran the PE department within the school, developing and implementing 
new ideas and strategies. Claire has recently moved to North Vancouver 
and is excited to continue to challenge herself and develop her career in 
Canada and is looking forward to meeting the students of Collingwood 
School in September.

Brandon Lieu completed his Honours Bachelor of Business Administration 
at the Lazaridis School of Business and Economics at Wilfrid Laurier 
University in Waterloo, Ontario. Education has always been his passion, 
so he continued his journey and received a Bachelor of Education at 
the University of British Columbia. Brandon brings years of educational 
experience in a variety of areas including: outdoor education, students 
with exceptionalities, students with disabilities, and english language 
learners. He has taught internationally and locally and is excited to 
become a key piece in the Collingwood family. His interests include 
playing and coaching rugby, hiking and cycling, among other sports. He 
also loves to play music and to explore BC’s wilderness, all year round. Mr. 
Lieu creates an open environment in his classroom, and can’t wait for a 
new group of students to feel at home at Collingwood.

Madeleine Cott will join the Grade 4 team at Wentworth this fall. 
Madeleine completed her Master’s of Science in Education at D’Youville 
College in Buffalo, New York.  Over the past 12 years, she has felt very 
fortunate to have had the opportunity to help develop the minds, bodies 
and spirits of young children both in the classroom environment as well 
as in sports-related activities. She has spent the last four years teaching 
Kindergarten at The Sterling Hall School in Toronto, Ontario. Madeleine is 
continuously inspired by her students and strives to create a positive and 
trusting environment where her students feel excited, can be adventurous 
in their thinking, and advocate for their own learning. In her free time, 
Madeleine spends most of her time hiking, camping and climbing with 
friends and family. Due to her passion for the outdoors, Madeleine has 
recently relocated to Squamish and she is extremely excited to join the 
vibrant Collingwood community.

Wentworth Faculty



Samantha Lyzun will join our Physical Education team at the Wentworth 
Campus. Samantha, a Northshore local and former Varsity athlete, 
previously taught and coached at both Morven and Wentworth campuses, 
Crofton House School, and has been teaching PYP P.E. at Brockton School 
for the last four years. Samantha obtained her undergraduate degree 
from the University of British Columbia, followed with a Bachelor of 
Education from the University of Toronto. She is active, passionate, and 
committed to the success and well-being of her students and athletes. 
Samantha is a dedicated player and coach for the West Vancouver Field 
Hockey Club and a number of other programs. Her passion for sport and 
education has given her the opportunity to be part of many adventures 
as an athlete, coach, and teacher. Samantha is looking forward to a 
great upcoming year as a committed and enthusiastic member of the 
Collingwood School Community!

Marysia Parry is our new Learning Resources teacher at the Wentworth 
Campus. Marysia completed her Bachelor of Education degree at the 
University of Western Ontario in her hometown of London, Ontario in 
2012. Since completing her Bachelor of Education, she has spent her 
time teaching at various schools around the world, in countries such as 
Kenya, Nepal, Dominican Republic, the United Kingdom. Her passion for 
teaching and global learning eventually led to her completing her Masters 
of Education (2015) at the University of Toronto, where she studied the 
way in which education has shaped and developed different communities 
around the world. Marysia has spent the past two years working in 
schools across Ontario and this summer relocated to Vancouver to further 
her teaching career by joining the Collingwood team. Marysia is excited 
for the upcoming school year and is eager to meet all Collingwood 
students. 



Robert Cattanach will be a Teacher Intern at the Morven Campus. His 
passion for sport, health and wellbeing drives him and he is proud to 
have a career in this area.

Robert achieved his Bachelor of Physical Education in his hometown of 
Sydney, Australia in 2014. Upon completion, Rob received his first P.E. 
teacher position at The Kings school Sydney where he balanced his work 
life and playing for the high level club, West Harbour pirates. 

With Robert’s hard work and dedication he was recognised by a London 
club and was selected to play and coach rugby overseas. He continued his 
teachings at multiple London schools while keeping up with a demanding 
rugby schedule.  After returning to Sydney he continued working in his 
field for a company with specialized programs geared towards primary 
schools. 

Rob is looking forward to helping with the growth and development of 
the students and being part of the Collingwood team this year.

Peter Alexander joins us as a Science Intern. He was born and raised in 
West Vancouver and is a Collingwood lifer. After pursuing hockey dreams 
through Junior A hockey and Iowa State University, he switched gears 
to pursue academics. He attended UBC Okanagan where he received a 
Bachelor of Science in medical biochemistry. He continued his studies at 
UBC Vancouver where he obtained a Master of Science in Pharmacology, 
Anesthesiology, and Therapeutics. He likes to fill his time with getting 
outside, hiking our beautiful BC backyard, volunteering, traveling, as well 
as coaching the Peewee A1 hockey team at Hollyburn Country Club. He 
is keen to be back at Collingwood and pass on as much knowledge as he 
possibly can to the bright future faces of the world!

Morven Interns



Anabelle Glas is a new member of our Languages Department at the 
Morven Campus. A graduate in Political Science, in her hometown Lyon, 
France, Annabelle obtained two masters : one in communication, the 
other one in Education engineering. Then, she began a French teacher 
career which led her from the schools of Lyon, to Douala high school 
in Cameroon and to Chinese universities in Beijing and Shanghai. She 
continued her exciting career around the world as Headteacher of 
International French School in Turin, Italy and London, UK. She arrived 
in Vancouver two years ago with her husband and eldest son and is 
looking forward  to discovering this Canadian Far West that she first 
met through reading, one of her passions. The birth of her little girl, 
here on the north shore, reminds her the very heart of her job : the 
direct contact with students. She is excited to meet the challenges and 
opportunities in building upon an already flourishing French program at 
Collingwood School and looks forward to working with all of the students 
in September.

Diplômée de Sciences Politique, à Lyon, France, Annabelle a obtenu deux 
masters : l’un en communication, l’autre en Ingénierie de la formation. 
Elle commence alors une carrière d’enseignante française qui la mènera 
des écoles de Lyon, à celles de Douala, Cameroun  aux universités de 
Beijing puis Shanghaï, Chine. Elle poursuit son parcours autour du monde 
comme directrice des écoles françaises de Turin, Italie puis Londres, 
UK. Dans ces deux écoles elle se passionne pour la mise en place de 
curriculum bilingues franco-anglais qui connaissent un grand succès. Elle 
arrive à Vancouver il y a deux ans avec son époux et son fils aîné, curieuse 
de découvrir ce Grand Ouest canadien qu’elle a d’abord rencontré à 
travers la lecture, une de ses passions. La naissance de sa petite fille, ici, 
sur le north shore, la rappelle au coeur de son métier : le contact direct 
avec les étudiants.

Brad Jolliffe joins the English Department of the Morven campus. Brad 
completed his Bachelor of Arts degree at Memorial University in St. 
John’s in his home province of Newfoundland and Labrador. He then 
extended his education at Memorial University and completed a Bachelor 
of Education degree. Upon graduating in 2015, Brad taught in inner-
city academies in London, England for two years. He is currently in 
his last year of his Master of Education program in Teaching, Learning 
and Curriculum with a particular focus in Social Justice Education in 
which he will be starting his final thesis this year. He enjoys jogging and 
hiking outdoors, indoor and beach volleyball, and is an experienced 
volleyball player and coach at the university level. Brad is eager to start 
at Collingwood School and working with students both in English lessons 
and in extracurricular activities in September.

Morven Faculty



Madeline Murray joins our Social Studies department at the Morven 
Campus. Madeline studied sociology and geography at the University of 
Guelph, attending Nipissing University for her Bachelor of Education. She 
has spent the past three years working at independent schools in Ontario 
and New Brunswick, living and working on campus in the boarding and 
academic programs. She is passionate about travel, sustainability and the 
outdoors and as a lifelong Ontarian is looking forward to exploring the 
amazing outdoor opportunities that BC has to offer. Madeline is excited 
to be joining the Collingwood School team and meeting the social studies 
students this fall!

Neil Yeates joins our Physical Education Department this year and brings 
a range of experience as a teacher, coach and trainer. Originally from 
the UK, Neil’s career has taken him to Australia, New Zealand and now 
Canada. Most recently, he was at UBC working toward his Masters in 
Kinesiology and was the lead strength and conditioning coach for the 
soccer and field hockey teams. He is passionate about designing physical 
development pathways for high-school age athletes to develop athletic 
potential and looks forward to working alongside our students as they 
grow and learn. An avid athlete himself, Neil can be found mountain 
biking, on the surfboard and in the gym in his spare time. He looks 
forward to the year ahead.


