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September 29, 2022
Dear Collingwood Alumni and Alumni Families,
We’re excited to kick off another school year with you! School is off to a great start with new faces
and both campuses buzzing with activities after summer break. We’re so grateful for your continued
support and look forward to connecting with you through the exciting programs we have planned for
this year. After many months of planning, we’re excited to launch the 2022 Alumni Survey. You
should have received an email from Independent School Management (ISM) with a link to take the
survey, if you haven’t received it please check your junk mail and contact us. We hope you will take a
moment to complete it to help us grow as a school and better serve you. Your feedback is very
important to us! In this issue of Alumnotes you will find information on upcoming events, updates and
ways you can get involved. Last but not the least we’d like to officially welcome the new Chair of the
Alumni Executive Committee, Ariana Sairafi ‘11, we congratulate her on her new position. If you
have any questions, concerns or would like to connect please don't hesitate to send us a message at
alumni@collingwood.org. We look forward to seeing you at our next event!
Advancement Team

MESSAGE FROM CHAIR OF ALUMNI EXECUTIVE
Dear Fellow Alumni,
I am happy to share that as incoming Chair of the Collingwood Alumni
Executive Committee, the team and I are excited to welcome you back to
a fulsome program of the events and initiatives you’ve grown to love and
look forward to. From CAVS Business Networking Lunches, class
reunions, holiday gatherings and more, we want to ensure that we’re
engaging with our current and incoming alumni in the ways that are most
valuable to them.
Our alumni network is filled with professionals with diverse backgrounds
and experiences. We have a unique opportunity to support and guide the
next generation in finding success after their time at Collingwood School.

Getting involved with the Alumni Executive Committee
The 2022-23 school year is kicking off with various exciting initiatives and we’d love for you to get
involved. Our Alumni Executive Committee is currently accepting applications for new members to
join our team. All committee members are volunteers who dedicate their time to serve the alumni
community and senior students at Collingwood School.
If you are interested, we would like to invite you to submit an application via this form. Deadline to
submit is Monday, October 10. For more information about our committee, please contact us at
alumni@collingwood.org.
Call for nominations for Alumni Association Awards
To recognize the excellence and growth of members in our alumni network, each year the
Collingwood community has the opportunity to nominate alumni for three different awards: The
Mackenzie Awards, the Alumni Association Honours Award and the Alumni Association Volunteer
Award.
If you wish to nominate someone, please fill out this form. Award recipients will be announced in the
first quarter of 2023.
We want to hear from you
We are always looking for new and innovative ways to engage our community. If you or anyone in
your network has an idea to share, please reach out to alumni@collingwood.org.
I look forward to seeing you at upcoming in-person gatherings. Stay tuned for an invitation for our
first CAVS Business Networking Lunch in the fall.
Best regards,
Ariana Sairafi
Chair, Alumni Executive

TRIBUTE TO JASON ONO-O'CONNOR
Jason Ono-O'Connor (Class of 2017) tragically passed away in a car
accident at the end of August. Jason attended Collingwood for 9 years –
Grades 4 to 12 – and was well-known to students and staff alike. His
parents shared how much Jason was enjoying his university business
studies, that he had been offered a great job recently, and was selected
for a leadership role within his program. Jason was happy and pursuing
his passions in life. He will be missed.
We have been working with Tara and Herb, Jason's parents, in
preparation for a Celebration of Life for Jason at our Morven Campus in
October. Thank you for the many messages and emails that have been
sent to Tara and Herb, expressing sorrow and condolences on Jason's
passing. They told us that they have been incredibly touched by the
outpouring of love and support at such a difficult time.

ALUMNI SURVEY 2022
The Collingwood Alumni Survey is now live and a
personal link has been sent to your inbox from
Independent School Management (ISM). We look forward
to hearing from you. Here, you’ll hear Ms. Evans speak
about why your feedback is important to us. You have till
end of day October 5, 2022 to complete it, if you have any
trouble accessing the survey, please reach out to
alumni@collingwood.org - we'll be happy to help!

A NOTE ON
BRIDGE
MAGAZINE

Don't forget to check the prize draw entry box to be
entered for a chance to win Amazon Gift Cards of $50,
$100 & $200!

WHAT’S NEW AT COLLINGWOOD
Campus Updates:

Beginning next issue, our
Collingwood school
magazine Bridge, will be
delivered to Alumni
digitally. The magazine is
sent out three times a
year and goes in-depth
into everything that is
happening at
Collingwood. If you have
not received Bridge in the
past please email us at
alumni@collingwood.org
to ensure you are on the
list.

Ropes Course: As a next step in our focus on Outdoor
and Experiential Learning we are excited to incorporate a
low ropes course to our Wentworth Campus. The aim is to
have both campuses use this course for PHE classes,
team-building and leadership initiatives. More photos on
IG here.

A REMINDER ON
ALUMNI VISITS

Departing staff over the summer:
• Cara Tench – We thank Ms. Tench for her 16 years of
service to Collingwood and the superb work that she has
done in teaching dance and musical theatre to many of
our students. Ms. Tench has steadily grown the Dance
Program during her time here. She worked with students
across a wide range of skills and abilities – those wishing
to try dance for the first time, and others who have spent
many years studying at dance academies. Whether one
loves ballet, jazz, hip hop or contemporary dance, there is
a spot for each student to shine brightly!
• Mayren Arguelles – Ms. Arguelles joined Collingwood
in August 2017 as a Spanish teacher and member of the
Languages Department at Morven, and is recognized for
her 5 years of service to Collingwood. She enthusiastically
shared her passion for language and Spanish culture –
and her experiences growing up in Cuba – with students
and colleagues alike. As a sponsor teacher for Model UN,
Mayren made sure that students were well prepared and
confident in their abilities for each competition.
• Leila Sacre – Wishing Ms. Sacre the very best as she
transitions to her new role as English teacher at
Southridge School for September. Leila joined
Collingwood in August 2020 as a member of the Morven
English Department, working with students in a number of
grades.

We are excited for you to
visit campus, but please
be sure to schedule an
appointment with us by emailing
alumni@collingwood.org!
In your e-mail please
mention:
1. The date and time you
hope to visit
2. Which teachers you’d
like to see/the purpose of
your visit
We look forward to
welcoming you back and
ensuring you get the most
out of your visit.

JOIN US FOR
UPCOMING
EVENTS
We look forward to
hosting several events
this year, more details
coming soon:
• CAVS Business Lunch
(November 2022 and
early next year)

ALUMNI NEWS

• Winter Social
(December 2022)

Congratulations Alexander
Ludwig '10 on his debut
country album Highway 99,
released on August 26, 2022.
Alexander is currently signed
with country music label BBR
Music Group/BMG. He cowrote 6 of the songs on the
album and the title refers to
the Sea to Sky Highway that
he grew up driving between Vancouver and Whistler.

• Alumni Day (June
2023)

Backpack Buddies
Celebrates 10 Years:
Backpack Buddies, an
organization impacting many
lives through food initiatives
recently celebrated their 10
year anniversary! Founded by
Emily Ann King (nee Griffiths)
‘06 and her mother Joanne
Griffiths, Backpack Buddies
provides 4,000 hungry kids
across BC with bags of food
every Friday. Read about their
celebration in this feature in
the North Shore News. Congratulations!

Alumni directed film
features at Vancouver
International Film Festival
2022: We are excited to share
the Canadian Premiere of
When Time Got Louder at the
Vancouver International Film
Festival Saturday October 8th
and Sunday October 9th. The
film is written, directed, and
produced by alumna Connie
Cocchia ‘10. This characterdriven film follows Abbie
(Hunger Games' Willow
Shields) as she departs for
college, leaving her parents Mark (Riverdales' Lochlyn
Munro) and Tish (emmy-nominee Elizabeth Mitchell), and
her brother Kayden (Jonathan Simao) who has autism
and is non-verbal. As she explores her newfound
independence with her roommate Jen (Piper Curda) and
falls in love with a girl named Karly (Ava Capri), Abbie is
torn between her new life and the guilt of leaving her
brother as her family struggles to care for him in her
absence. Congratulations Connie! Check out the trailer
here and ticket information here.

• Alumni Reunions
(June 2023)

Stay Connected
Update Your Contact
Info:
Want to stay in the loop
about alumni events,
ways to get involved at
Collingwood and receive
alumni SWAG? Keep us
up-to-date with your
contact information by
filling out this form.
Be sure to follow us for
throwbacks and updates
on our upcoming events:

Join the Alumni Network
Group on Linkedin:

'Like' us on Facebook:

For more information
on alumni programming
and how you can get
involved, please
contact:
Nicola Minish
Alumni Coordinator
Khushboo Moolchandani
Associate Director of
Advancement

For latest updates and information please follow
@whentimegotlouder on instagram.

Lifer returns to class: We
are so thrilled to welcome CW
Lifer and 2012 Grad
Alexandra (Lexi) Macdonald
back to Collingwood as a
Grade 1 Homeroom Teacher
this year! Alexandra recently
completed a Bachelor of
Education at UBC,
specializing in the Primary
Years. “I had a wonderful
schooling experience as a
Collingwood Lifer and
returning now as a teacher
feels surreal! I have had a wonderful start to the year so
far and I have been well supported by the entire
Collingwood community. Every day in Grade 1 is a new
adventure! I have enjoyed getting to know all of my 1M
students and their families and I am looking forward to an
exciting and busy school year ahead.”

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED
Collingwood Business Organization Needs Your Help:
The Collingwood Business Organization is now organizing their timeline for their offerings and
initiatives for this year. They are planning to do a coding challenge again, a case study competition
and a stock pitch competition. Would you like to help us with any or all of these events? They are
specifically looking for judges or speakers. As well, they would like to bring in "masters" to run
innovative activities with my classes in entrepreneurship. It gives the students a chance to meet
other professionals and it offers them the opportunity to think outside the box. If you would like to
help out with one of the masterclasses (approx. 60-90 mins) or need more information on how you
can get involved please contact sylvia.lau@collingwood.org.
Calling Alumni in Media:
A group of teachers are developing an H block course called Adventures in Film and Media and
would love to collaborate with alumni involved in media including film, TV, journalism, broadcast
media, video games, advertising, radio, social media, the music industry etc. We are looking for
anyone who could be a guest speaker, or who could provide us access or a tour of industry space.
The course is new this year, open to grade 10 and 11 and will run in May-June. The majority of the
planning will take place in Nov-April, but we'd likely want guest speakers or field trips conceptualized
before the winter holidays, to give us time to build lessons around whatever these might turn out to
be. For more information or to get involved please fill out this form to indicate your interest.
CollingwoodU:
Collingwood will be hosting its third annual CollingwoodU program in May - June 2023. This unique
program allows Grade 12 students to take part in seminars and activities designed to provide them
leadership opportunities and insight into future careers, university, and adult life. Stay tuned for more
details soon.
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