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Dear Collingwood Alumni and Alumni Families,
It’s our first Alumnotes of the year! 2021 was a great year for our alumni programming, with our first
in-person event in almost two years - the Alumni Winter Party happening on campus!
We are excited for what 2022 will bring, including new virtual events and class reunions. In exciting
news, we are also announcing the 2021 Alumni Award Winners in this issue!
To stay up to date with our upcoming events and school news, connect with us on our Collingwood
Alumni Instagram account, Facebook page and LinkedIn group!

Alumni Award Winners
Collingwood School Alumni Award Winners 2021/2022
Collingwood School is proud to announce the Alumni Award Winners for 2021/2022! Nominated by
members of the Collingwood School community, the winners of the Mackenzie award and the
Alumni Association Volunteer Award are as follows:
Mackenzie Award (Arts) – Valerie Teicher
Mackenzie Award (Academics) – Sam Gharegozlou
Alumni Association Volunteer Award – Ariana Sairafi
The Mackenzie awards (named after David Mackenzie, Collingwood School’s first Headmaster) is
presented to Collingwood alumni who have exhibited outstanding excellence in one of the four
strands (Academics, Arts, Athletics or Service).
The Alumni Association Volunteer Awards, introduced in 2013, recognize alumni for service to the
Alumni Association and/or to Collingwood School.
Congratulations to our 2021 award winners!

Valerie Teicher, Class of 2008
Winner of Mackenzie Award for Arts
Valerie Teicher, better known by her stage name Tei Shi graduated from
Collingwood in 2008. Valerie is a Colombian-Canadian indie pop singersongwriter and producer, currently based in Los Angeles. After
graduation, she attended Berklee College of Music in Boston,
Massachusetts, and later moved to New York City to pursue her music
career. She has since moved to Los Angeles and has performed
throughout the US, Canada and Europe. During her time at Collingwood
she was involved in all aspects of the Arts strand as a member of the
choir and drama program. Tei Shi has released several EPs, videos and
records and is deserving of the Mackenzie Awards for Arts.

Sam Gharegozlou, Class of 2006
Winner of Mackenzie Award for Academics
Sam Gharegozlou graduated from Collingwood School in 2006. He is
currently co-founder and President of Axiom Zen, an award-winning
technology venture capital and incubator studio which is behind several
successful start-up companies including Dapper Labs, ZenHub and
Routific. Together, Axiom Zen’s products are touching millions of people
worldwide through blockchain based experiences, digital collectibles,
and project management and route optimization software. Sam oversees
all operations that steer the Axiom Zen portfolio and is at the center of
commercial and community activity for the business, leading a team of
over 400 staff and dedicating the last 9 years of his life to create globally
recognized platforms. Sam has led and built a business on collaboration
and respect. His hard work and success in tech is deserving of the
Collingwood Mackenzie Award in Academics.

Ariana Sairafi, Class of 2011
Winner of Alumni Association Volunteer Award
Ariana Sairafi works as a Communications Specialist at Aviso Wealth,
where she leads the internal communications function to drive
engagement, align teams, and shape Aviso’s culture.
After her Collingwood graduation in 2011, her deep appreciation for the
School never left. Ariana began giving back to Collingwood in various
capacities. She first came back as a part-time employee during
University, then transitioned to full-time once she graduated from Simon
Fraser in 2015. Once she made a career change to financial services in
2016, she maintained her relationship with the Collingwood family and
took on a role on the Alumni Executive Committee in May 2018.
Ariana is instrumental in helping organize alumni events. She uses her network to find engaging
speakers to help promote connection with current grads and alumni. She is constantly rallying her
classmates and teachers to attend various school functions. Her passion and commitment to support
her fellow alumni and Collingwood’s various initiatives are deserving of the Alumni Association
Volunteer Award.

We are now accepting nominations for the 2022 Collingwood Alumni Awards that include the
Mackenzie Award for excellence in one of our four strands, the Alumni Association Honours Award
for achievement and the Alumni Association Volunteer Award for service to the Alumni Association
and Collingwood School. Please submit nominations to alumni@collingwood.org.

JOIN US FOR UPCOMING EVENTS
The Cavs business lunch returns! (Virtually!)
5 Spots Left

WHAT'S
HAPPENING AT
COLLINGWOOD?

Lunch is on us! Join us for
an online lunch-and-learn,
led by Career and
Relocation Coach, Claire
Benson-Mandl on the topic
of Wellness!
Claire will present on the
topic "Pandemic Wellness
Plan: the Opposite of Grit"
challenging the notions of
"pushing through"
adversity at all costs. She will explore the definitions of
health and well-being on a spectrum from thriving to
surviving to struggling to collapse, and help folks really
appreciate where they are at through an examination of
their thoughts, feelings and behaviours, and will address
the practical steps people can take to move "up the ladder"
of wellness.
Date: Thursday, February 24, 2022
Time: 12:00pm-1:00pm PST
Register here!
*A gift card to order lunch will be provided for all
attendees!

Collingwood Theatre
Presents:
The Dining Room
Congratulations to our
Performing Arts
Department and
exceptional student
actors on their fantastic
production of The Dining
Room in December.
Bravo!

Look for more information coming soon on our
next CAVs Business Lunch scheduled for April and
Class Reunions for the Class of 1990, 1991, 1992,
2000, 2001, 2002, 2010, 2011, 2012 scheduled for
Spring.

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Become a Presenter for CollingwoodU!
Do you ever catch yourself thinking "I wish that I knew
what I know now, when I was younger"?
If you do, then you are invited to impart your wisdom,
experiences, and journey with our current Grade 12
students as part of CollingwoodU!
Between May 17 - June 17, 2022, our Grade 12 students
will take part in meaningful programming as they
transition from their high school careers to their lives after
Collingwood.
Our ask to you, our alumni, is for volunteers in a
variety of capacities: Day in the Life Speakers, College
and "Adulting" Life Prep mini-courses, Job Shadowing
and Internships.

Grad and Kindie
Buddies Meet Santa!
This December, our grad
and Kindie Buddies got
together for hot
chocolate, caroling and
exchanging holiday gifts!
A few of them even got
their photo taken with
Santa (who sounded a lot
like Mr. Spiers!).

If you are interested, please apply to be a presenter HERE
by February 21, 2022.
Should you have any questions, please direct any questions
to morgan.mclaughlin@collingwood.org. Your experience
is valuable, and sharing it with our young alumni will only
make the community stronger!

Join our Industry Connections Database
Are you an engineer, an environmentalist, an
entrepreneur? Do you have legal expertise or a background
in math, or outdoor education? We invite you to share
your expertise with us!
Our new Industry Connections Database will help us
catalogue those families and Alumni with specific skills
who are interested in volunteering for current or future
Collingwood opportunities.
These opportunities include: formal volunteer roles such
as serving on the School’s Board of Governors and its subcommittees; supporting Parents’ Council initiatives; and
for supporting the teaching and learning at both campuses
through the mentoring of students, sharing of professional
expertise or as a guest speaker.

Jazz Cabaret 2022
This year's Jazz Cabaret
was streamed live on
YouTube! Featuring
amazing talents from the
Jazz Band, Choir and
more, it was a wonderful
evening enjoyed by all.
Check it out here!

As opportunities become available, our faculty and
administrators will be able to match the skills and
interests of families and Alumni with needs. Thank you for
offering your expertise. You are helping to make our
School even stronger and contributing to the School’s
Building Community and Forward Focused Learning
strategic priorities!
To add your contact information to Industry Connections,
please click here.

Showcase your Sustainable Organization at
Sustainability Fair 2022
Earth Day (April 22) has always been an important day to
promote taking action to take care of the Earth. At
Collingwood, we will be celebrating Earth Week from April
19-22, with our second annual Sustainability Fair where
representatives from a variety of organizations are on
hand to talk to students about their products and the way
they promote sustainability. If preferred, some
organizations can delegate a Collingwood student to
represent them.
We are hoping our alumni can help us make connections
with local companies, businesses and groups who actively
promote sustainability and who would like to be
represented at the fair. This is an opportunity to promote
or showcase what their organization does and stands for.
Additionally, you can promote opportunities such as

Debate Winners
Congratulations to our
Morven debaters who did
so well at the Debate
Regionals! These
students have put in an
incredible amount of
time practicing and we
congratulate them and all
of our students who
participated. More on the
results here.

summer jobs or volunteer positions for students aged 14 to
18 as well as products and services.
If you would like to participate, please fill out this form by
Friday, March 25. In addition, if you know anyone who
you would like to pass this opportunity on to, please do so.
If you have any questions, please contact
katie.field@collingwood.org.

Careers at Collingwood:
Communications Manager
The Communications Manager role supports the
Communications Department at Collingwood School. As a
member of the Marketing Team, the Manager of
Communications is responsible for managing Collingwood
School’s digital marketing communications, website and
social media, and supports the telling the story of
Collingwood School in a compelling, current, and
distinctive manner. As a member of the Communications
Team, this role is responsible for maintaining positive
engagement and relationships with School stakeholders—
families, students, faculty and staff, community and
neighbour relations, and Alumni—and supports the
advancement of the School’s Vision, Mission, Values and
reputational position. For more information, or to apply,
click here.

Morven Film:
Super Shorts
View the latest 'Super
Shorts' from Film 1 and
Film 2 here.

Alumni News
An Eventful 2021!
Congratulations to Kate
Perry (‘03) and her
husband, Stephen
(pictured) on a fantastic
year! With their work in
high performance sports,
Kate had the opportunity
to go to the Tokyo Olympic
and Paralympics last
summer with Wheelchair Basketball Canada! Kate and
Stephen also welcomed their first child, Euan to the family
a year ago in January 2021. We hope 2022 brings as much
joy for you!

CAVs Win AA North
Shore League Title
The senior boys'
basketball team has
wrapped up the North
Shore AA League title
with one game left in the
season. A massive win
over STA secured the
championship and home
court advantage
throughout the playoffs.
More here.

Alumni Invents Award
Winning Treatment
Congratulations Eva Cai
(‘17) on winning the 2021
CIC Undergraduate Award
for her groundbreaking
invention EarFlow, which
treats middle ear infections
rapidly without anesthesia.
Read more about her
award winning invention here.

Congratulations
RoboCavs!
Founding Family
Member Receives
Order of Canada

Collingwood founding
family member and current
Grandparent, Mrs. Jean
Senft, has been named to
the Order of Canada for
her contributions to figure
skating as one of Canada’s
leading judges for fairer
rules. We salute her
bravery and conviction
which led the way for change. Read more about her here.

A Note on Campus Visits

RoboCavs are not
students to let
restrictions get in the way
of learning and fun. The
original plan was to host
a 70 team tournament
however they pivoted to a
16 team (70 students) inhouse invitational.
Congratulations to 9594S
& 9594Y on clinching the
title of Tournament
Champions! These teams
along with the winner of
the Excellence Award will
be qualified for the BC
Lower Mainland
Regional
Championships!

At this time, we are not able to welcome you, our alumni,
onto campus. We hope you will instead join us for our
upcoming online events listed above! We will be keeping
you posted on when we can invite you back to campus.

Thank you for attending!
Thank you to our alumni, staff members (both former and
current) who’ve attended our most recent events. Starting
with our Alumni Winter Party, which was a huge success!
On December 14 we gathered in the Bahadur Karim
Library, where drinks, canapes and yearbooks were laid
out for our alumni’s enjoyment! We reminisced on fond
memories at Collingwood, caught up with one another and
took a tour led by Lisa Evans of the Morven campus
(which looked unrecognizable to some of our guests). This
event was a great reminder of how much we’ve missed
hosting in-person events!
We then kicked off 2022 with a webinar with motivational
speaker, Darci Lang! Darci led an interactive and personal
session exploring what it means to focus on the positives.
She shared stories and provided tips pertinent to personal,
professional and family life. The evening ended with a
book draw giveaway for selected attendees. We hope you
were left with some take always to help you focus on the
positive.

Bell Let’s Talk Week
Morven students
observed Bell Let’s Talk
Week, a campaign
dedicated to raising
awareness about mental
health in our community
and breaking the stigmas
surrounding it. Thanks to
our Thrive Club for
organizing the week full
of lessons, awareness and
activities!

Stay Connected

Bridge Magazine
Our Collingwood school
magazine is sent out three times
a year and goes in-depth into
everything that is happening at
Collingwood. Would you like to
receive a copy? Please reach out
to alumni@collingwood.org and
we’d be happy to mail you one!

For more information on alumni programming
and how you can get involved, please contact:
Khushboo Moolchandani
Associate Director of Advancement

Update Your Contact
Info:
Want to stay in the loop
about alumni events,
ways to get involved at
Collingwood and receive
alumni SWAG? Keep us
up-to-date with your
contact information by
filling out this form.
Follow us for throwbacks,
updates and be the first
to find out the details
about our upcoming
alumni events!

khushboo.moolchandani@collingwood.org
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