
October 4, 2019

Dear Morven Families,

We hope you find the weekly News and Reminders a useful read as you plan your week ahead. While a
wealth of school information is found on the school website, we will also use this weekly communique
to share brief updates on a variety of school goals, teaching and learning frameworks, and campus
initiatives. Please watch this space for articles written by our teacher leaders and school leadership with
input from faculty and students. We are excited to share! We continue with “Character” another key
theme area from our schoolwide learning and teaching goals.

Character

Character development is one of the fundamental goals of education. At Morven, character
development remains at the core of student success.

What do we mean by character development and how do we address it? In part this includes attention
to the attributes that make us who we are and importantly, includes supporting students to attain and
consistently demonstrate qualities such as respect, responsibility, empathy, resilience and integrity.
Some of the ways we address this commitment follows.

We moved from the model of Mentor to Advisor. This name change better reflects the role of the
teacher. We increased the amount of time students meet with their advisor teachers. This time is used
as a vehicle to introduce and support the development of “character” attributes. 

The Advisor teacher is a coach who guides, supports and assists students to remain accountable for
their goals and the school’s expectations. Advisors help students balance their academic program and
co-curricular commitments. The Advisor-Advisee relationship is built to help our students becoming
respectful, responsible, empathic, self-directed, and able problem solvers.

Another way to support character growth is engagement in school life outside of the classroom. In
Advisor class, students discuss and map out their involvement for the year. With the help of Advisor
teachers, students are encouraged to excel in their area of passion and try something new. 

For more information about student life, please visit the Student page on our website. Also, our
Morven daily announcements (First Five) can be viewed here (a Quick Link on the Students page).

Finally, in a bid to prepare students for meaningful lives, we keep the words of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. in our minds: “Intelligence plus CHARACTER, this is the goal of true education.”

Sam Weiss
Dean of Student Life and Leadership

Feedback and Assessment

In addition to last week's newsletter:

Morven’s Term 1 learning and teaching window is September 4 to November 27. Term 1 Student
Reports are posted for parents December 6. During the Term 1 window students are well into
developing and demonstrating the core skills and concepts of their new academic year’s learning.
Progress Reports will be posted for families October 25. Student-Parent-Teacher Interviews will follow
on campus November 6, 4:00pm – 8:00pm and on November 7, 8:30am – 3:30pm. Please mark the
dates. Registration information will follow closer to the date.

Thinking

October 9, Collingwood welcomes the return of Mark Church, co-author of Making Thinking Visible
and Harvard Graduate School of Education, Project Zero consultant. Mark will continue to work with a
lead team of 40 Collingwood teachers to further practice and further extend their learning and teaching
“thinking moves.” More to share next week.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Beverley von Zielonka
Head of Morven

Registration for the Parent Conference is now FULL - Waitlist Here

Space still available for the Evening Session - Register Here

Parent Conference - October 30, 2019 9:00am
Darlene S Howard Theatre, Morven Campus

Join Marg Thorsborne, a world leader in Restorative
Practises, to learn about the most effective ways to develop
our young people into thoughtful, caring, empathic, and kind
kids who have a strong sense of self worth and integrity. How
can we build into the way we raise them, the skills to manage
the difficult moments in their own lives?

This workshop is designed to help parents understand what
contributes to the relational climate at home and the influence
we can have, as adults, on the emotional “temperature”.
There will be plenty of moments when things go wrong (as
they do in all families) and that climate becomes too hot or
too cold, and sometimes the fallout can become unbearable. 

Format
9:00am Registration and coffee
9:30am Start
11:30am – 12:30pm Light lunch served
12:30pm Program resumes
1:30pm Conference ends

Evening Session- October 30, 2019, 7:00-8:30pm
Lecture Theatre, Morven Campus
For those of you who are unable to join us for Parent Conference, Marg Thorsborne will be hosting an
evening session geared towards parenting teens. Being a conflict-competent adult is going to be a
useful skill-set to have in these circumstances, but these skills do not necessarily come naturally or
easily to us, depending on our own upbringing. Our children will always make mistakes and make poor
decisions, so how do we use these opportunities to build responsibility for what’s occurred and how
can we hold them accountable for these mistakes in these instances? How does the loss of trust get
repaired? 

These questions and others will be covered in the following topics:

1. What makes a solid, healthy relationship with our children work?
2. What do young people say that they need from the adults in their lives?
3. What are more effective ways of understanding and responding to behaviours that are problematic?
4. What can we do that relies less on punishment and rewards, and uses more effective approaches in
holding each other accountable?

University Guidance invites all parents and students in Grades 8 – 12 to attend these important events:

University of Chicago Presentation
October 16, 6:00 pm

Lecture Theatre

Duke, Johns Hopkins, Northwestern &

Vanderbilt University

October 7, 2019

7:00pm - 8:30pm

Lecture Theatre

Limited Seating - RSVP

University of Toronto
October 15, 2019
12:20pm - 1:00pm
Lecture Theatre

For all upcoming University Guidance information sessions and events, please visit here.

As the days get colder please be reminded that the Pop Up Shop is open

every Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00am-1:00pm at the Morven Campus.

Kilts are in stock for those who are looking to purchase a new kilt.

Please note, #2 uniform polo shirts must be a navy blue crested shirt –

polo shirts with white trim are NOT part of the uniform.

Ambleside Beach Clean-up
Saturday, October 19, 9:00am to 11:00am
This initiative is open to all Collingwood families and
students.

Visit here for all upcoming Service opportunities.

From the Health Centre: Vaping

As many of you know, vaping has become increasingly popular with our youth. As we continue to
learn more about the dangers of vaping, Collingwood will collaborate with Vancouver Coastal Health
to bring important information regarding vaping to our students in the coming months.

In the meantime, we encourage you to talk to your children about what vaping is, how it works, and the
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potential health effects. To help you kickstart this conversation with your kids, VCH has a helpful
handout called “Vaping Products: Information for Families”. Please feel free to use this handout to help
guide you through your vape discussion with your youth.

Please contact the Health Centre if you have any questions: nurse@collingwood.org

Exchange Program: For Students in Grades 8, 9 and 10

The international exchange program offers students the unique

opportunity to experience a new country, culture and lifestyle with

the safety net of a host school and family. Visit here for more

information.

Please invite your friends and families who do not yet have

children attending Collingwood School to join us for one of our

upcoming Open Houses:

Grade 8-12, October 22, 2019

Grade 1-7, November 5, 2019

Visit here for Open House registration.

The Collingwood Gala is now just 2 weeks away and we are so excited to celebrate our school’s 35th
Anniversary with you at ‘Prom Night 1984’!

With passed dinner from Hawksworth catering, sweet treats from Thomas Haas, an open bar for beer &
wine, and some unexpected 80s inspired performances, this is an evening you don’t want to miss!

Are you looking for ways to contribute to help make this celebration of Collingwood’s 35th
Anniversary a huge success? Here are some ideas how:

Donations toward the ‘Wine Wall’ will continue to be accepted until Friday, October 11. For
instructions on how to make an easy online purchase at Everything Wine, please click here.
We are actively looking for volunteers for one or two hour shifts to join a fun group of parents
to help with set-up & tear-down of the event. 
Donations of services or goods, from families or businesses, will be accepted for the silent
auction up until Wednesday, October 9. 

Please connect with us at gala@mycw.org if you can help! 

Click here for full event details and to buy your tickets.
We look forward to seeing you on October 19!

Come join other parents in the following activities, which are just getting started:

Book Clubs
Come chat with other parents at these casual and fun groups in each grade. Register here.
Dog Walking Social Group 
This group meets Thursday mornings at 8:45am. Register here to let them know you're coming!

For all Parents' Council events, visit here.

Wednesday, October 9

Late Start
Students report to Block 1
for a 9:10am start

Thursday, October 10

Kindie Buddy Visit
10:45am - 11:45am
Wentworth Campus

Friday, October 11

Spirit Day
Morven Campus Only
October is LGBTQ History Month and Friday,
October 11 is National Coming Out
Day. On Friday, students are welcome to wear
rainbow civvies as a way to celebrate diversity
within our community. 

Monday, October 14

Thanksgiving
School Closed
Both Campuses

Unishop

COLLECTION
Wednesday, October 23, 2019
8:45am -9:15am
Morning drop-off
Both Campuses

SALE
Thursday, October 24, 2019
8:45am -10:45am
(Wentworth & Morven sizes)
More Information

Quick Links

Family Handbook
Day 1-5 Rotation Schedule
Calendar
Athletics Calendar
Service Opportunities
Co-Curricular Handbook
University Guidance Events
Photo Gallery
Parents' Council

Inclement Weather
As an early reminder, we wanted to remind all families of our inclement weather procedure. In the
event of snow and school closures, you will find information posted to the homepage, Students
and Parents pages of our website by 6:30am.

Open House Information

Gala 2019: Saturday, October 19

Parents' Council Updates

Parent Clubs and Connections

REMINDERS

 

Collingwood School
70 Morven Drive, West Vancouver, BC V7S 1B2

https://www.collingwood.org/
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