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COLLINGWOOD SCHOOL SOCIETY 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 6:00 P.M. 16 NOVEMBER, 2015 
 

HELD AT COLLINGWOOD SCHOOL, 70 MORVEN DRIVE, 
WEST VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 
M I N U T E S 

 

 
David Bustos, the Chair of the Board of Governors, acted as Chair of the meeting and called the meeting 
to order at 6:02 p.m.  Jonna McGuinness acted as Recording Secretary.   
 
Mr. Bustos introduced Brent Wolverton, the Board Treasurer, Rodger Wright, the Headmaster, Richard 
Jones, the Executive Director of Finance, and Ali Pirbhai, the Board Secretary.  
 
Mr. Pirbhai advised that not less than 14 days’ written notice of the Annual General Meeting had been 
given to all Members entitled to receive such notice.  Mr. Pirbhai advised that there was a quorum 
present of 54 people including proxies.  As a result, Mr. Bustos declared the meeting regularly called and 
properly constituted for the transaction of business described in the Notice. 
 
Mr. Bustos asked for approval of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on November 17, 
2014.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, it was resolved that the minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting of November 17th, 2014 be approved as presented. 
 
REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
David Bustos presented his report to the membership.  He reported that last year had been a year 
dominated by the building and then the opening of the new Morven Campus, but the current year 
would be one that will be forever associated as being the last for our beloved Head of School, 
Rodger Wright.  He went on to say that Mr. Wright had created an incredible culture and success at 
Collingwood, and this past year really wrapped that up in an ambitious and well-crafted strategic 
plan, Vision 2020. 
 
Mr. Bustos reported that he had been on the Head Search Committee and had met candidates from 
around the world, who were all complimentary of Collingwood School, the faculty, the new facilities, 
and the School’s overall vision – as set out in the strategic plan.  
 
As for a more detailed report of the past year, Mr. Bustos asked the Headmaster, Rodger Wright to 
present his report to the Society. 
 
REPORT FROM THE HEADMASTER 
Rodger Wright presented his report to the society.   
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Mr. Wright reported that this was his last Head’s Report to the AGM of the Collingwood School Society. 
Last year, Collingwood School turned 30 and there were two big milestones to celebrate: 1) Completion 
of the Master Campus Plan and 2) Development of a new strategic plan. 
 

1) Master Campus Plan: Rodger reported that with great facilities at both Wentworth and Morven, 
he would like to thank the Board and the Senior Leadership team.  He noted that Doug Mason 
had cleverly prepared and positioned our excess Wentworth lands for a windfall sale that really 
secured the whole Morven project and Brent Wolverton and Richard Jones had put together, 
executed and communicated a very sound funding model.   
 
Melissa Moseley had led the Construction Committee with Bob Corbett, the Deputy Head, who 
believed that creatively designed facilities can drive culture and learning.  John O’Neill, Chair of 
the Capital Campaign, with the help of Ashlee Lewis, had led a hugely successful capital 
campaign and successive Board Chairs – Eleanor Minish, John Anderson, and Dave Bustos had 
chartered the sometimes choppy waters of governance during rapid change and growth.  
 

2. Strategic Plan Vision 2020:  The new strategic plan Vision 2020 had been written last year.  This 
again had been a Board/Senior Leadership collaborative process fuelled by good research, good 
reflection and good retreats.  

 
Mr. Wright went on to report on enrolment and university placement.  The School is in high demand 
with long waitlists and the word on the street is that Collingwood School is that high academic school 
with a heart.  In terms of university placement, last year’s Grad 2015 were accepted to over 150 
different post-secondary schools worldwide into an amazing array of programs. 
 
Mr. Wright thanked the Parents’ Council for their high quality volunteering and noted that this was 
Monica Clemiss’ last official function as PC Chair and even though she had been thanked before, Mr. 
Wright thanked her for doing such a fabulous job.  He welcomed Mirjana Popescu, the new Parents’ 
Council Chair, and noted that the school was in very good hands. 
 
Mr. Wright thanked the Board of Governors for their noble and often thankless job of stewarding the 
good ship Collingwood and collectively the School’s overall fitness was no small testament to their 
dutiful governance.  In particular, he thanked David Bustos and noted that he was thrilled that he had 
decided to stay on as Chair for another year.  Mr. Wright saluted the School’s Senior Leadership Group 
and noted that his successor would be lucky to inherit such a strong and devoted team. 
 
Mr. Bustos thanked Rodger for his report and gave the floor to Brent Wolverton, the Treasurer of the 
Board. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Brent Wolverton presented the Audited Financial Statements year ended 30 June, 2015 and reported 
that the School was in great shape.  The construction of the Morven Campus was winding down and the 
School had received its final permit from the District of West Vancouver.  The capital campaign had been 
a success and the School will be collecting from that campaign over the next year as well.  Expenses 
were well in line and expertly managed by the School’s Executive Director of Finance, Richard Jones.  In 
conclusion, Mr. Wolverton noted that the School was in excellent financial shape and he thanked the 
members of Finance Committee for their support and help. 
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David Bustos thanked Mr. Wolverton for his presentation and moved to approve the audited financial 
statements: 
 
APPROVAL OF AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried it was resolved that the Audited Financial Statements 
be approved as presented. 
 
Mr. Bustos moved to reappoint KPMG as the Society’s auditors.   
 
APPOINTMENT OF THE AUDITORS 
Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried it was resolved that KPMG be appointed auditors of the 
Society until the next Annual General Meeting, at a remuneration to be fixed by the Board.  
 
ELECTION OF GOVERNORS 
Mr. Bustos reviewed the nomination process and thanked the members of the Nominating Committee, 
chaired by Stuart McLaughlin.  Mr. Bustos asked the new governors, Patti Daum and David Smith, to 
introduce themselves.   
 
Elected by acclamation are: 
David Bustos 
Ray Castelli 
Patti Daum 
Christopher Philps 
David Smith 
 
The continuing Governors are: 
Etienne Bruson 
David Bustos 
Richard Harris 
Ashlee Lewis 
Doug Mason 
Stuart McLaughlin 
Melissa Moseley 
Cyrus Navabi 
Sara Pedlow (Chair, Alumni Association) 
Christopher Philps 
Ali Pirbhai 
Mirjana Popescu (Chair, Parents’ Council) 
Brent Wolverton 
 
The retiring Governors are: 
John Anderson 
Monica Clemiss 
Melinda Giampietro 
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PRESENTATION TO RETIRING GOVERNORS 
 
David Bustos reported that Monica Clemiss had served three years as Chair of the Parents’ Council and 
was passing on the torch to Mirjana Popescu.  He thanked Ms. Clemiss for her excellent service to the 
school and for spearheading the Parents’ Council so well.  Mr. Bustos asked Ms. Popescu to introduce 
herself. 
 
Mirjana Popescu reported that she had two children at the school, Sofie in grade 2 and Luca in junior 
Kindergarten.  She noted that she had chaired various Parents’ Council events over the past year and 
was excited to be chairing the Parents’ Council. 
 
Rodger Wright also thanked Monica Clemiss for her service to the school and all her good volunteering 
on the Parents’ Council. 
 
David Bustos reported that although Melinda Giampietro was not able to attend the meeting, he 
wanted to thank her for her contribution to the Board over the past three years.  Ms. Giampietro had 
brought a background in education to the Board and he thanked her for her service.  
 
David Bustos reported that two years ago, John Anderson had stepped down as Chair of the Board and 
he thanked Mr. Anderson for his commitment to the School, for his leadership on the governance 
committee and for all his advice and help. 
 
Rodger Wright also thanked John Anderson for his service to the School – former Chair of Governance, 
former Chair of the Board, former Chair of the Foundation/Society Task Force, former Chair of doing 
everything unglamorous, yet crucial for a smooth functioning Board.  He noted that Mr. Anderson had 
provided such important backbone and insight into the Board’s deliberations for years in such an 
unassuming way and he thanked him for his deep commitment to the School.  
 
On behalf of the Society, Mr. Wright presented the three retiring governors with a small token of 
appreciation. 
 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Mr. Bustos asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 pm. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
 
______________________ ________________________ 
Chair Secretary 
 


