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April 28, 2016 

 
 
 
 
Dear Cav Nation,  
 
With the end of April near, I want to take this opportunity to offer a quick summary of the transition 
of our Head of School, and to bring to your attention a few upcoming events. 
 
As you know, our Headmaster, Rodger Wright, will graduate with the Class of 2016 in June (yes, we 
feel he is now prepared to thrive in a meaningful life!).  Rodger has been clear that he does not want 
an event to commemorate his stepping down from the leadership of our School.  Therefore, in 
keeping with Rodger’s desire to focus the year-end attention on students, and the Graduating Class 
in particular, we have agreed to his wishes and will not be hosting a school-wide event to thank him 
formally. 
 
The Board hosted a special evening for Rodger and his family on April 21 to celebrate his leadership.  
Collingwood has been shaped deeply by Rodger's “way” over his 12 years with us, and the Board of 
Governors wanted to commemorate that.  I hope you have seen or heard about the naming of our 
Morven ring road, which is now officially called Rodger Wright Way – a truly lasting, fitting tribute to 
Rodger’s efforts in leading us into our new facilities. 
 
We know that parents, alumni and others will wish to thank Rodger personally over the next months, 
and that not having a specific event to facilitate this conversation makes the sharing of good wishes 
more difficult.  There are several upcoming events, however, where you might find Rodger in order 
to wish him well: 
  

 Volunteer Lunch May 11 

 Visual Art Evening at Morven May 25 

 End of year Music Concerts 

 Various School sporting events 

 Alumni Summer Party June 9  

 Grade 7 Commencement and Farewell Celebration June 15 

 Wentworth Closings  June 16 

 Morven Closings  June 17 

 Commencement Ceremony  June 24 

 Grad Ball  June 27 
 
Of course, you can find him most mornings at the drop off to Wentworth or on Rodger Wright Way. 
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Transition is of course about the passing of a baton, and that is well underway as well. 
 
Our next Head of School, Rob Lake, is also now well into his plans to come to Collingwood.  Rob, wife 
Heather, and younger son Tucker were in Vancouver two weeks ago.  Rob had a very full week: he 
was able to meet with many senior educators from around the CAIS network, had some great visits 
with faculty and staff, and even managed to sit in on an assembly and attend a senior class.  Rob and 
Heather report that they have been blown away, and that our School is exceeding the elevated 
expectations established this past fall.  
 
The Lakes move to Vancouver in late June, and are looking forward to settling into our community 
and the Collingwood way over the summer.  The Board of Governors will organize an opportunity to 
formally "Meet the Head" in the fall.  In the meantime, we wish the Lakes well as they transition to 
West Vancouver. 
 
In closing, the Collingwood Society has had another outstanding year.  We are once again 100% sold 
out, with demand for the few spots we have each year at all-time highs.  We will soon wish another 
outstanding and accomplished Grad Class success beyond Collingwood.  We are celebrating the 
successes of our current Head of School, and preparing to welcome our next.  All-in-all, the Good 
Ship Collingwood is in very good shape. 
 
Thank you for your continued care for Collingwood, and your support for and appreciation of the 
work Rodger has done in leading our School so wonderfully. 
 
Regards, 

 
David Bustos 
Chair of the Board 


