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COLLINGWOOD SILVER n CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

One might think that with the opening of the Parents’ 
Wing, Collingwood School had reached a point of stasis.  It is true 
that students at the Morven campus were enjoying their new and 
refreshed facilities.  The Board of Governors spent the next few 
years following its opening strengthening its resolve and  further 
refining the School’s mission and purpose.  Stasis was a comfort-
able place to be during those years.  But the leadership of Colling-
wood School has never been satisfied with the status quo.

Headmaster Graham Baldwin could not forget his 
dream of a larger school.  Why was this so important to the 
School; how would this be beneficial?   A larger student body 
would yield a larger pool of athletes to groom and grow for team 
sports, allowing for greater success in competition.  A larger 
student body would yield more opportunities for social interac-
tion between students.  Also, Baldwin believed that to make 
Collingwood an excellent school it should be larger, focusing 
on a number around 1000.  This would put Collingwood in the 
company of older, excellent schools, which is just where Baldwin 
thought Collingwood should be.

Through the exercise of choosing to expand the Morven 
campus, it had been apparent that acquiring additional land adja-
cent to the Morven buildings would not be possible,  at least not 
enough to make it the “dream” campus.  A massive search began, 
once again, and many ideas and possibilities were entertained, 
including creating a boarding school in Whistler!

Faculty and staff were aware of these dreams of expan-
sion and many had misgivings.  True, it would be a plus to have 
fresh and new facilities at their disposal, but they were concerned 
that the growth would undermine the intimate family feeling that 
prevailed at Collingwood.  They felt that the connection between 
the Junior School students and the Senior School students was 
mutually beneficial for students at both ends of that spectrum, and 
feared that connection would be lost.  But they cast their misgiv-
ings aside, trusting that their leader, Headmaster Graham Baldwin, 
and their Board of Governors were pursuing a future for Colling-
wood School that held everyone’s interests at heart. 

After re-negotiating the land acquisition agreements the 
School already held for land at Wentworth, they set about acquir-
ing additional adjacent parcels.  The serendipitous acquisition of a 
much larger parcel suddenly gave the School enough land to build 
another campus.  In true Collingwood fashion, beginning in the 
summer of 1987,  the Wentworth campus opened one year later 
in September, 1988.  

During that year, 
faculty and staff visited the 
construction site, wonder-
ing if the building would 
be ready to open on time.  
The days ticked away, closer 
and closer to the start of 
the school year, and when 
it didn’t seem possible 
that everything would be 
completed as planned, they 
asked Headmaster Baldwin if 
they would be at Wentworth 
or back at Morven.  With his 
usual  “can-do” or “will-do” 
attitude he declared it was full 
steam ahead on Wentworth.  
It was in the School calendar, 
so it would be done!

One of the distinct 
advantages for faculty was 
the chance to order and purchase all the tools they needed for a 
successful start.  This was a big boon for the teachers, as they could 
craft their beautiful  new classrooms to be warm and welcoming Amir Ahamed, former West Vancouver Mayor Mark Sager,  Randy 

Hordo, Judy Fee and Headmaster Graham Baldwin breaking ground.

Checking on construction progress 
are Ruth Kershaw, Robb Webb, 
Wendy Nielsen and her daugher 
Lindsay.   Would it  be ready in t ime
for the star t  of  school?
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to the students who were moving to the new campus and to the 
students coming to a new school.  But all that purchasing meant 
one thing: many boxes would need to be unpacked!  Teachers 
were told they would be able to choose their classrooms, but 
when?  The inspectors still had not declared the School ready to 
open and there was less than one week to go!  

The ink was barely dry on the inspector’s approval to 
open, so teachers found themselves with about 24 hours to un-
pack and organize their classrooms.  Working tirelessly, with barely 
any time to pause and admire the magnificent view from their new 
rooms, teachers managed to get the job done and be there smiling 
and ready when the children arrived at school the next day.  Not to 
mention the work that the maintenance staff had to do to remove 
all the boxes from the hallways!

1988 was a huge intake year, growing the Junior School 
from two classes per grade to four.   Students who came to Went-
worth from Morven “seeded” the student population and helped 
indoctrinate the “newbies” into the Collingwood ways.   Business 
as usual was quickly attained.  The enthusiasm of their students 
and the support of the parents and the leadership of the School 
made the daunting transition to a new campus a doable reality for 
faculty and staff.

Faculty also enjoyed the addition of specialists teaching 
French, Music and Physical Education, allowing them to focus on 
other academics that were critical elements of the four-stranded 
education.  All the elements of the four-stranded education begin 
on a child’s first day at the Junior School. Public speaking and as-
semblies came to the Wentworth campus as well, uniting the two 
campuses in some of the treasured traditions already established.  
The Kindie Buddy program prevails, bringing the Senior School 

and Junior School students together multiple times during the 
course of the school year.  And the Lifers’ Lunch reunites Grads 
with their Junior School teachers at the end of the year, which is a 
great closing moment for both parties.  

Collingwood had successfully brought another vision 
to reality, and in its usual record time.  Never a school to rest on its 
accomplishments, the expansion to a second campus illustrates 
yet again the School’s commitment to examining its current place, 
determining where it should progress to, and then striving to reach 
that destination with steadfast determination and steel will.  With 
the growth to a larger population, Collingwood positioned itself  
as a powerhouse to be reckoned with.  Other schools adopted 
the Collingwood concept of  four strands, which clearly meant 
that what the School was doing every day was the envy of others.  

Imitation is the best form of flattery.
Today’s Junior School, led 

by Co-Heads Mandy Richmond 
and Roger Hatch, continues to 
build on its original foundation as a 
bustling enclave of youthful learn-
ing and recreation.  The campus is 
poised for another major transition, 
as construction is underway to 
expand the facilities so that Grade 6 
students can be included.  Construc-
tion on various interior renovations 
as well as major building for ad-
ditional classrooms will take about 
a year.  Is anyone surprised by that 
timeline?  Getting the job done in a 
timely fashion has become a tradi-
tion for Collingwood.

A gaggle of Junior School students admiring the mosaic that graces the lobby of their  brand new 
school at Wentwor th.

Star ting to look familiar?  The Junior School at Wentwor th begins 
to resemble the building we know today!
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